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Yet, when he wrote, our notions  had already been
corrected by the humiliations of the American War of
Independence and the loss of all our richest colonies,
Romilly's remarks were provoked by the clamour for a
war with Spain, which was being artificially -worked up
" by the barbarous prejudices of persons concerned in
privateering, or in particular branches of commerce*"
The discovery, he says, of a grand elixir which would
efface pain and disease from the list of human calamities
could not have given a humane person more pleasure
than some Londoners felt at the prospect of plundering
foreign merchants and sinking Spanish ships*    It was
easy, by means of the London mobs, to make Parliament
think that an unjust and impolitic war would be popular*
When George the Third came to the throne in 1760
the Seven Years* War still raged*  The new King, who
44 gloried in the name of a Briton," told Parliament
that he loved peace, but would wage war vigorously*  It
was recognised that the original cause of war had been
altered; for the House of Commons voted supplies, not
to vindicate our Canadian claims, but " to obtain peace
and secure the Protestant interest/' The war, which, as
Burke put it a year or two later, had been begun in
America about a piece of land, " was now to be carried
on for the Protestant religion; and the Atheist King of
Prussia (the Robber of Silesia) was to fight the battles of
the Lord and His anointed/' At last, on the fall of Pitt,
Lord Bute was able to conclude a peace, the most
advantageous perhaps ever negotiated by Great Britain
so far as the acquisition of important dependencies is
concerned*  But as a matter of fact Canada is the only
one of the territories then acquired that can be regarded
as a source of strength to the British Empire;  and the